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" Yet a State, ruled by a Government elected by a

majority of  the people, with a  Parliament, with inde-
pendent laws, with self-governing departments and muni-
cipalities, is for all that not yet free.    It must set a limit
to its activity, it must recognise that there are private
possessions, so high and inviolable that the State can never
subject them to itself.   The fundamental laws of modern
constitutions should not be ridiculed too lightly.    In the
midst of their phrases and their foolishness they do contain
the Magna Charta of individual freedom, which the modern
world will never again surrender.    Freedom of belief and
of knowledge, of trade and of traffic, is the battle-cry of
the time.    It is in this sphere that the achievements of
the age have been greatest; this notion of social freedom
constitutes for the great majority of men the summary of
all their political ambitions.   It may be asserted that, when-
ever the State has made up its mind to allow any branch
of social activity to develop itself without restriction, this
toleration has been richly rewarded, and all the prophecies
of nervous pessimists have been proved false.   We have
become another people since we have been drawn into the
world of daring and aspiration of a universal commerce.
Two centuries ago Ludwig Vincke, in the capacity of a care-
ful president, explained to his Westphalians how it was
possible to construct a highway by means of  a  share-
holding company, in accordance with the English fashion.
To-day a* close net of independent companies of every kind
is spread over the whole of Germany; at any rate, through
their traders, the German people will share in the noble
destiny  of  our race, that  they shall  enrich  the whole
earth.   And even at the present day it is no empty dream,
that out of this world-commerce there will  be evolved
at some future date a political science, in whose world-
embracing vision all the activities of the great powers
of the present day will appear like the miserably insigni-
ficant operations of small States.   So immeasurably rich
and various is the nature of freedom.    Therein lies the